TOTAL COST OF TRIP INCLUDES:

(Transportation: All domestic transportation 

within Peru. 

(Lodging: Deluxe double occupancy 

accommodations with private bathroom at four-star hotels and wilderness camps. Single supplement at hotels and single tent available if requested for $975 US.
(Meals: Daily breakfast and any other meals (B, L, BL, D, MAP) as specified in itinerary.

(Tips and Taxes: All tips to hotel staff and service charges as imposed by hotels and government taxes.

(Entry Fees: First time entrance fees to all regional museums and sacred sites visited.

(Tour Leader Fee: Stipend for Oscar Miro-Quesada as shamanic ceremonialist, spiritual interpreter, and cross-cultural liaison for the indigenous healers, tribal wisdom keepers, and traditional musicians within all areas visited.

(Trekking Equipment: All double water proof tents, ground pads/mats (Please bring your own personal sleeping bag), dining tent, kitchen and cooking gear, all food and first aid kit are provided. 
NOT INCLUDED:

Peruvian Domestic Airport Tax 

International Airport Tax leaving Peru 

(Personal Sleeping Bag (and pillow if used).

*Please bring your own personal sleeping bag
(Any Meals not specified on the itinerary.

(Any self-determined ”love offering,” tithing, or personal gift/donation for native healers, musicians, and wisdom keepers not included in itinerary.

(Fees for personal activities such as shopping, excess baggage, laundry, room service, purchase of any alcoholic beverage/liquor, extra tips/individual meal gratuities and Personal Travel Insurance cost.
(Any Gratuities for Trekking Staff and Trail Porters: All personal belongings and camping equipment will be carried for you while trekking.
( Gratuities to English Speaking Guides and Private Transportation Drivers: Expert trail guides provided by local tour operators in Peru. 
(We highly suggest a minimum of $400.00 US. per person to cover the stated not included expenses. It is imperative that you bring cash in unblemished US. bills (no rips, tears or tape) or travelers checks.

CANCELLATIONS and REFUNDS

If cancellation is received in writing more than 60 days prior to tour departure, refund of the deposit is made less a $250.00 per person handling and administrative fee. Thereafter, cancellation is subject to the following charges:

( Up to 30 days before departure: a $500.00 handling fee, plus any surcharge imposed by the airlines, hotels, foreign and domestic tour operators, cruise lines, or convention centers.

( Up to 15 days: subject to a 60% charge of total tour cost, plus appropriate surcharges and a review by Oscar Miro-Quesada, Inc.

( 14 days or less: NO REFUND.

NOTE: Unused tour features are non-refundable and non-exchangeable once the tour is in progress.

PAYMENT:

By Certified Check, Cashiers Check, Money Order or PayPal in U.S. funds only. Make cashiers checks or money order payable to: Oscar Miro-Quesada, Inc. Thank You!

RESERVATIONS:

Reservations will be accepted upon receipt of your deposit prior to June 1, 2011. This will guarantee your space among the 30 spaces available. Thank you. 

FINAL BALANCE DUE:

Monday August 1, 2011.

(RATES: Rates are based on the present value of foreign currencies in relation to the U.S. dollar and on tariffs now in effect, and are subject to adjustment without notice. In the event of a change due to currency fluctuations, or for any reason, Oscar Miro-Quesada, Inc. will notify the traveler immediately of any effective new rate.

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW BEFORE YOU GO:
(INSURANCE: Oscar Miro-Quesada, Inc. is not responsible or liable for loss, damage or theft of luggage and/or personal belongings or for personal injury, accidents and/or illness. For your own protection, it is important that you have, or purchase, adequate insurance before traveling. 
(Clothing and Accessories: Please travel lightly and happily and limit clothes to bare necessities:

2 pair of rugged pants, (Levis or khakis are best); 1 nice shirt/pants (optional); 5 - 7 tee-shirts; 1 wool sweater or fleece jacket; 1 fiber filled medium-weight parka, 1 swim suit; 1 rain poncho (just in case); extra socks and underwear; (long underwear optional); 2 pair hiking shorts; 1 pair rugged sneakers/light weight hiking boots; a small lightweight back pack; appropriate toiletries; flash light and extra batteries; refillable water container; toilet paper optional; camera and film; a good down sleeping bag; and your Valid Passport.

NOTE: Challenge yourself to fit the above items in a strong and durable waterproof duffel bag.

(Preventive Measures: Altitude pills are available without prescription at drugstores in Peru, but many doctors say that hard candy is equally or more effective. To guarantee a smooth acclimatization to Andean altitude, it is helpful to take a diuretic (such as Diamox) for the first three days while in the Andes. It is also wise to eat very lightly, walk very slowly, drink coca tea (“mate de coca”), and if necessary, make use of the available oxygen at hotels. To prevent possible gastrointestinal discomfort, you may want to immunize yourself by taking 250mg. of Amoxicillin (or a homeopathic/botanical equal) two days before departing and during your trip or as indicated by your health care provider.

(Climate: Peru is in the Southern Hemisphere 18º latitude, thus its seasons are directly opposite ours. Winters (mid-May to mid-August) are dry and crisp, with temperatures in the Andes in the high 70’s during the day and dropping to the low 40’s at night., with temperatures in the 70’s to low 80’s during the day and 60’s at night. Temperatures in the Andes will vary with altitude, and extreme altitude journeys are subject to more arid and severe temperatures. During dry season (March through October) the sky is deep, penetrating blue and the light brilliant white, and it is the best time of year to visit the Andes of Peru. Check the www.weather.com before packing.

(Currency: Currency in Peru is the “Nuevo Sol” (N/S). The exchange rate is approximately 2.8 N/S to 1 US dollar.

(Credit Cards: Nearly all credit cards of current international use are accepted by restaurants, business establishments, hotels, etc. For example Diner’s Club, Visa, Master Card, and American Express.

(Tipping: Restaurants generally add a 10% gratuity, although a total 15% tip is expected. Please honor your server’s hard work by adding an extra 5%. Hotel baggage handlers get the equivalent of one US dollar ($1) per bag. 

(Language: The official languages are Spanish and Quechua, the latter spoken by the populations of the Andes. Likewise, in other geographic areas (e.g. Puno and Lake Titicaca) Aymara is spoken. And there are several other dialects spoken in the 50 tribal communities of this jungle and Altiplano.

(Time: Peru time coincides with Eastern Standard Time in the US, varying by 1 hour less when US daylight savings is in effect.

(Electricity: Peru is on the 220 volt system. Bring a transformer to use your 110 volt appliance.

(Customs: Archeological or historical objects of artistic value may not be taken out of the country. 

(Vaccinations: Vaccinations are not required by Peruvian Authorities. This is an entirely personal choice.

(What About Water: Perfectly safe in major hotels and restaurants. In rural areas drink bottled water. Bottled water is readily available for purchase. Please recycle all plastic containers.
